
installed Yochanan’s brother Joshua,

who loved to call himself by the

Greek name of Jason.  He was a

member of the Hellenist party, and

used his high office to spread more

and more of the Greek customs

among the priesthood.

Joshua or Jason was later replaced by

another man, Menelaus, who had

promised the king that he would

bring in more money than Jason did.

When Yochanan, the former High

Priest, protested against the spread of

the Hellenists’ influence in the Holy

Temple, the ruling High Priest hired

murderers to assassinate him.

Antiochus was at that time engaged

in a successful war against Egypt.

But messengers from Rome arrived

and commanded him to stop the war,

and he had to yield. Meanwhile, in

Jerusalem, a rumor spread that a

serious accident had befallen

Antiochus. Thinking that he was

dead, the people rebelled against

Menelaus. The treacherous High

Priest fled together with his friends.

Antiochus returned from Egypt

enraged by Roman interference with

his ambitions. When he heard what

had taken place in Jerusalem, he

ordered his army to fall upon the

Jews. Thousands of Jews were killed.

Antiochus then enacted a series of

harsh decrees against the Jews.

Jewish worship was forbidden; the

scrolls of the Law were confiscated

and burned. Sabbath rest,

circumcision and the dietary laws

were prohibited under penalty of

death. Even one of the respected

elders of that generation, Rabbi

Eliezer, a man of 90, was ordered by

the servants of Antiochus to eat pork

so that others would do the same.

When he refused they suggested to

him that he pick up the meat to his

lips to appear to be eating. But Rabbi

Eliezer refused to do even that and

was put to death.

There were thousands of others who

likewise sacrificed their lives. The

story of Hannah and her seven

children happened at that time.

Antiochus’s men went from town to

town and from village to village to

force the inhabitants to worship

pagan gods. Only one refuge area

remained and that was the hills of

Judea with their caves. But even

there the Syrians pursue the faithful

Jews, and many Jews died

martyr’s deaths.

One day the henchmen of Antiochus

arrived in the village of Modin where

Mattityahu, the old priest, lived. The

Syrian officer built an altar in the

marketplace of the village and

demanded that Mattityahu offer

sacrifices to the Greek gods.

Mattityahu replied, "I, my sons and

my brothers are determined to remain

loyal to the covenant which our G-d

made with our ancestors!"

Thereupon, a Hellenistic Jew

approached the altar to offer a

sacrifice. Mattityahu grabbed his

sword and killed him, and his sons

and friends fell upon the Syrian

officers and men. They killed many

of them and chased the rest away.

They then destroyed the altar.

Mattityahu knew that Antiochus

would be enraged when he heard

what had happened. He would

certainly send an expedition to

punish him and his followers.

Mattityahu, therefore, left the village

of Modin and fled together with his

sons and friends to the hills of Judea.

All loyal and courageous Jews joined

them. They formed legions and from

time to time they left their hiding

places to fall upon enemy


